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his success in these and other matters showed his grasp of 
broad and diverse issues. 

This biography is most readable and reminds one somewhat 
of Mr. Wellman's "Art of Cross-Examination" and "A Day in 
Court." 

A. T. W. 

A Treatise on the Law of Conversion. By Renzo D. 
Bowers. Little, Brown & Company, Boston, Mass. 1917. 
pp. lx, 583. 

This book supplies a commentary on the law of the conversion 
of chattels as determined by the American courts. More than six 
thousand cases are said to have been cited. The subject is clearly 
analyzed into chapters and sections. The law seems to be 
accurately stated. 

The fact that the author does not warn us that his treatise is 
confined to American cases leaves us at first aghast that one 
should venture to discuss this subject without reference to such 
great English cases as Fouldes v. Willoughby, 8 M. & W. 540; 
Greenway v. Fisher, 1 C. & P. 190; Hollins v. Fowler, L. R. 7 
H. L. 757; Hiort v. Bott, 9 Exch. 86, and others of similar 
character. Fouldes v. Willoughby is indeed cited, but only in a 
second-hand way. 

The failure to have recourse to the more famous English 
cases, and, as we infer, to the considerable body of scholarly litera- 
ture on topics associated with trover and conversion, causes the 
book to lack the larger generalization and instructive suggestion 
with which the subject is pregnant. In so far the work is dis- 
appointing. 

But we do not wish to leave the impression that the book is 
not a valuable one. We believe that the profession will find it of 
much service for the guiding light which it will furnish to the 
lawyer who is keen on the track for authorities and for an 
illuminating statement of the law. 

W. C. J. 

Income Tax : Law and Accounting. By Godfrey N. Nelson. 
Macmillan Company, New York, N. Y. 1918. pp. xxiv, 364. 
$2.50 net. 

This is a straight-away exposition of the new tax laws 
of the federal government. It gives in consecutive outline all 
the provisions of the laws and the rulings made thereon by 
the Treasury Department up to the date of its publication. It 
makes no pretense to be a legal treatise. It is not a text 
book on accounting with incidental reference to the income 
tax returns. Yet the author is a member of the bar and a 
certified public accountant, so that the needs of both the 
lawyer and of the accountant are borne in mind. The work 
is accurate and conveniently arranged. No book on the income 
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tax laws, nor on the excess profits tax law, can be complete 
until further rulings and decisions by the courts on the many 
intricacies of the application of the laws are had. But the tax- 
payer will find this one of the best of the many guides offered 
to him. 

The need for such hand-books arises from the fact that the 
American people are not accustomed to measuring their wealth, 
and consequently their ability to pay taxes, in terms of income. 
We rate a man by the amount of his property at its assumed 
salable value, and not by his income. Hence the income tax 
involves a whole set of new and unaccustomed notions with 
which we shall grow familiar in the course of time, but which 
now present many difficulties. These difficulties are more in 
the mind of the tax-payer, spring more from his ignorance, than 
from any faults in the law. 

The first two hundred and eighteen pages of the book con- 
tain the analysis and explanation of the law. It is a restate- 
ment in logical order of what is in the law. This is followed 
by an appendix containing the full text of the laws. The 
first part also contains in their proper connection the rulings 
of the department. An excellent and detailed table of contents 
and a good index make it easy to find the particular point in 
which one may be interested. 

Among the excellent features may be mentioned the inser- 
tion of many numerical examples showing how the tax is 
worked out in selected cases. These examples are so numer- 
ous that many a tax-payer will find one that exactly fits his own 
problem. There may be one criticism of these examples, 
however, and that is in the case of the excess profits tax. Here 
the author has followed the mode of solving the problem that 
was presented in the reports of the Congressional committees 
and published in the Congressional Record, with some modifi- 
cations. This method is not so simple, nor so clear as that 
promulgated later which is suggested on the official blank. 
The difficulty is in the manner of carrying down any balance 
of the deduction which may not be used up in the lower 
"rubrics" of the tax rates. Another excellent minor feature is 
the glossary of terms used. Many of these like "abatement," 
"accrual basis," "amortization," "information at source," "pre- 
war period," "return," "surtaxes," "supertaxes," and "with- 
holding "are used in the law in very unusual and technical 
senses not familiar to others than accountants. 

If there is any general criticism to be offered to the book 
it is one that runs against every other text on the market, 
and against the rulings of the department as well. That is 
that little attention is given to the puzzles of the little fellow 
and in particular of the farmer. These people have not been 
represented at Washington by the high priced experts who 
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have secured more or less satisfactory solutions for the problems 
of the big business enterprises. 

The matter is arranged under the following main headings: 
"Income Tax as Applied to Individuals," "Withholding the 
Tax," "Income Tax as Applied to Partnerships," "Income Taxes 
Applicable to Corporations," "War Excess Profits Tax," "De- 
preciation," "Bookkeeping Suggestions." There is also an 
outline of the New York State Tax on Manufacturing and Mer- 
cantile Corporations of 1917. 

One of the best chapters is that on depreciation. This is 
brief and concise. It does not attempt to go beyond the 
rulings. But it shows clearly the more liberal spirit that has 
entered the rulings since the adoption of the amendments of 
1917. For the California miner and oil producer, there is 
as yet, however, little consolation to be had in the allowance 
for depletion. 

The book will be particularly useful to commercial, manu- 
facturing and financial concerns and to the tax-payers engaged in 
professions. 

Carl C. Plehn. 
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